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Limited attendance to this meeting was advertised for the public to call (575) 356-6662, Option 3, prior to the 
meeting.  Questions or comments from citizens may be submitted in writing to the City Clerk or City Manager 
before or after the meeting. Contact information for both officers is on the City’s website at 
www.portalesnm.gov. Covid-19 social-distancing and face-covering restrictions will apply for the safety of 
attendees. The following item(s) is/are scheduled for consideration and action by the City Council: 
              
 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTALES in a Regular Meeting held with limited attendance to 
best protect the health of the public and employees due to the Covid-19 restrictions on Tuesday, June 22, 2021, 
at 6:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the Memorial Building, 200 E. 7th Street, Portales, NM in full conformity 
with the rules and regulations.  Mayor Jackson called the meeting to order and asked the City Clerk to call roll.  
The Councilors present and constituting a quorum were: 
 
MAYOR:   Ronald L. Jackson  
 
MAYOR PRO-TEM:  Michael G. Miller (absent)  
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Daniel W. Boan    Michael James “Jim” Lucero (absent) 
    Veronica A. Cordova   Dianne Y. Parker (absent) 

Chadrick H. Heflin   Oscar H. Robinson         
    Jake J. Lopez        
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Sarah Austin, City Manager  Randy Knudson, City Attorney 
    Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk  Marilyn Rapp, Finance Director 
    Carla Weems, Deputy City Clerk  Chris Williams, Police Chief 
    T. J. Cathey, Fire Chief   Jodi Diaz, Recreation Director 
    Susan Baysinger, PW Proj. Admin. 
          
OTHERS PRESENT:  Kevin Wilson, Press   Sandy Chancey, EPCOG Exec. 
    Orlando Ortega, Admin. ENMWUA Dr. Samantha Brady 
    Diane Crandall    Sylvia Martinez 
       
 
       
Mayor Jackson asked Councilor Robinson to give the invocation and Mayor Jackson led the Pledge of Allegiance 
and the Salute to the New Mexico flag. 

http://www.portalesnm.gov/
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(A) MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S):   

1. Regular Meeting held June 8, 2021. 
 
Mayor Jackson asked the Council to consider the minutes of the Regular Meeting on June 8, 2021. He asked for 
comments or corrections. Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Lopez made the 
motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of June 8, 2021, as presented.  Councilor 
Boan seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No 
abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(B) NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 748, AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE 
741, RELATING TO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING FOR THE CITY OF PORTALES, NEW MEXICO; 
PROVIDING RIGHTS, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND PROCEDURES IN THE EMPLOYMENT 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EMPLOYEES AND THE EMPLOYER 
 
Mayor Jackson asked for presentation of the Notice of Intent to adopt Ordinance No. 748, repealing Ordinance 
741, Relating to Collective Bargaining for the City of Portales, New Mexico; providing rights, responsibilities, and 
procedures in the employment relationship between employees and the employer. City Clerk Martinez-Terry told 
the Council that the action to repeal Ordinance No. 741 was recommended by City Attorney Doerr.  The state 
legislature did away with local entities labor boards in 2020 legislation.  Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of 
the Council.  Councilor Heflin made the motion to approve the notice of intent to adopt Ordinance 
No. 748, repealing Ordinance No. 741, relating to collective bargaining for the City of Portales, 
New  Mexico as presented.  Councilor Lopez seconded the motion.  All Council members present 
voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(C) APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENTS/REAPPOINTMENTS TO COUNCIL COMMITTEES  
 
Mayor Jackson told the Council that he has two (2) recommendations for appointments to Council Committees 
at this meeting.  He asked for approval of Linda Davis to the Finance/Administration Committee and Jatin 
Bhakta to the Lodgers’ Tax Advisory Board.  Other appointments to Committees will be recommended at a later 
meeting.  Councilor Cordova asked if the appointees would accept the appointments.  Mayor Jackson responded 
that they had agreed to the appointments.  Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council. Councilor 
Robinson made the motion to approve the appointments of Linda Davis to the Finance/  
Administration Committee and Jatin Bhakta to the Lodgers’ Tax Advisory Board.  Councilor Heflin 
seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  
Motion carried. 
 
 
(D) RESOLUTION #20-21-35, WTB WPF-5093 ENMWUA RESOLUTION AND LOAN/ GRANT 
AGREEMENT 
 
Mayor Jackson asked Orlando Ortega, ENMWUA Administrator, to help present Resolution #20-21-35, WTB 
WPF-5093 ENMWUA (Authority) resolution and loan/grant agreement.  Mayor Jackson commented that, as the 
Vice Chair of the Authority, he was ready to assist in presenting and explaining the resolution.   Mr. Ortega 
stated that the presentation is for compliance with the request by the Council for presentation of each 
loan/grant agreement as it is requested by the Authority.  Mr. Ortega told the Council that the application for 
funding had been submitted about a year and a half ago and that the closing of the loan was set for the end of 
July.  He added that the payment is made through annual membership dues and that the payment for the city’s 
portion of the debt service is taken from the dues paid.  He commented that the Authority Board used to come 
every year for funds but that they have established a debt reduction plan to pay off several loans.  He stated 
that the debt has been reduced to the members.  Mr. Ortega told the Council that payment of debt service for 
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the loans is paid through part of the annual membership fees.  Mayor Jackson asked for a listing of loans.  Mr. 
Ortega responded that the Authority is paying on 9 loans at the present and that one of them is being paid off 
this year and another loan through an intergovernmental agreement with the City of Clovis has been paid off.  
Mayor Jackson commented that he had learned a lot in the past 3 years that he has been on the Board.  Mr. 
Ortega commented that all the funding to lay the pipeline to the Lime Street tank in Portales has been obtained.  
He added that the Authority has the design of Line 1 up to the lake is at 90% completion.  City Attorney 
Knudson congratulated Mr. Ortega and Mayor Jackson for all that they have accomplished on the project.  Mr. 
Ortega told the Council that the credit should go to the volunteers on the Board of the Authority.  He asked for 
Council adoption of the Resolution.  Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council. Councilor Cordova 
made the motion to adopt Resolution #20-21-36, WTB WPF-5093 ENMWUA (Authority) resolut ion 
and loan/ grant agreement as presented.  Councilor Lopez seconded the motion.  Roll call by all 
Council members present resulted in unanimous support of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion 
carried. 
 
  
(E) APPROVAL OF THE MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT (CONSOLIDATED USE AGREEMENT) 
BETWEEN THE PORTALES MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT AND THE CITY OF PORTALES FOR USE 
OF SCHOOL FACILITIES AND RESPONSIBLITIES FOR SAME  

 
Mayor Jackson asked Jodi Diaz, Recreation Director, to present the MOA (Consolidated Use Agreement) 
between the Portales Municipal School District and the City of Portales for use of School Facilities and 
responsibilities for same.  Mrs. Diaz stated that the MOA consolidated separate use agreements into one and 
that it is like previous agreements.  She commented that there is one change to the agreement and that is to 
leave Brown School due to renovations of the building that would take many months to complete.  She asked 
for approval of the MOA.  Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council. Councilor Robinson made the 
motion to approve the Memorandum of Agreement (Consolidated Use Agreement) betw een the 
Portales Municipal School District and the City of Portales for use of School facil it ies and 
responsibilit ies for same. Councilor Boan seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted 
in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
   
(F) APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT 2 TO CONTRACT WITH MOLZEN-CORBIN & ASSOCIATES, INC. FOR 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR KILGORE IMPROVEMENTS PHASE IV FOR MICRO-SURFACING, 
PENDING FUNDING AGENCY CONCURRENCE 

Mayor Jackson asked Susan Baysinger, Public Works Project Administrator, to present the request for approval 
of Amendment 2 to the contract with Molzen-Corbin & Associates, Inc. for professional services for Kilgore 
Improvements Phase IV for micro-surfacing pending funding agency concurrence.  Mrs. Baysinger told the 
Council that this amendment 2 to the contract with Molzen-Corbin & Associates for the Kilgore improvement on 
the New Mexico Department of Transportation grant.  She reported that the original of $124,056.25 was for 
design services for Kilgore Phase I between NM 88 and US 70.  She stated that the first amendment was for 
professional construction management services which included advertising and opening construction bids for the 
project; preparing the bid tab and providing award information; performing construction duties and providing 
full-time construction observation.  She stated that Amendment 2 is for Phase 1 rework, Phase IV design and 
Phase IV certification coordination for micro-surfacing on Kilgore Avenue between NM 88 and 18th Street.  She 
told the Council that Amendment 2 is a total cost increase of $16,181.25 (including NMGRT) and is within 
budgeted funds.  She asked for approval of Amendment 2 pending funding agency concurrence.  Mayor Jackson 
asked the pleasure of the Council. Councilor Heflin made the motion to approve Amendment 2 to the 
contract w ith Molzen-Corbin and Associates, Inc. for professional services for K ilgore 
Improvements Phase IV for micro-surfacing pending funding agency concurrence.   Councilor 
Lopez seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No 
abstentions.  Motion carried. 
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(G) APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT 5 FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR BLACKWATER WELLFIELD 
DEVELOPMENT WITH DANIEL B. STEPHENS & ASSOCIATES 
 
Mayor Jackson asked Susan Baysinger, Public Works Project Administrator, to present the request for approval 
of Amendment 5 for professional services for Blackwater Wellfield Development with Daniel B. Stephens & 
Associates.  Mrs. Baysinger reported that the original contract for professional services for the Blackwater 
Wellfield Development with Daniel B. Stephens & Associates for planning, design; and bidding engineering for 
Phase 2 for $79,105.55 including NMGRT.  Amendment 1 was for a ground level archeological survey and 
cultural resource services for 6 test holes in the amount of $12,310.26 including NMGRT.  Amendment 2 was for 
additional construction observation services for test hole construction in the amount of $6,367.79 including 
NMGRT.  Amendment 3 was for a second archeological survey and cultural resource services for additional test 
holes and wells in the amount of $12,895.05 including NMGRT.  Amendment 4 was for additional project 
management and administration, design, bid phase services, permitting, construction documents and 
application for construction or modification of public water supply system required for well equipping and 
connections for 6 replacement work and 2 new wells in the amount of $112,822.15 including NMGRT.  Mrs. 
Baysinger told the Council that Amendment 5 is for project management, coordination and modeling for 
municipal water supply regarding test hole drilling on state land.  She added that the cost proposal for 
Amendment 5 is $15,637.56.00 including NMGRT.  She reported that the services are necessary to proceed with 
the wellfield development project and that it had to be reviewed and approved by the NM Environment 
Department.  The project will look at the effect that the placement of the wells will have on the wellfield.  
Councilor Lopez asked about the need for so many amendments.  Mrs. Baysinger responded that the City does 
not commit funds until they are needed for development of the wellfield.  She stated that the project was 
started with some state funds but that it has been ongoing with city funds as matching WTB funding.  She 
asked for Council approval.  Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council. Councilor Boan made the 
motion to approve amendment 5 for professional services for Blackwater Well development w ith 
Daniel B. Stephens & Associates as presented.  Councilor Cordova seconded the motion.  All 
Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(H) RESOLUTION #20-21-37, APPROVING PARTICIPATION IN THE PROGRAMS OF THE EASTERN 
PLAINS COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS (EPCOG) FOR FY2021-2022 AND APPOINTMENTS OF A 
VOTING REPRESENTATIVE AND ALTERNATE 
 
Mayor Jackson asked Sandy Chancey, Executive Director of Eastern Plains Council of Governments (EPCOG), to 
present Resolution #20-21-36, approving participation in the programs of EPCOG for FY 2021-2022 and 
appointments of a voting representative and alternate to the Board.  Sandy Chancey handed out the annual 
report to the Council and City Manager and gave her presentation.  She reported that EPCOG provides the 
regular services but that they have had to hold their meetings by Zoom and telephone conference.  Portales is 
in the NM Planning & Development District 4 and that the EPCOG assists with all types of planning.  She 
reported that services provided by EPCOG are for economic development; transportation planning; project 
development assistance; strategic and comprehensive planning assistance; policy, procedure, special projects; 
and technical assistance.  She commented that EPCOG crosses two transportation districts.  Mrs. Chancey told 
the Council that they are still planning for economic development and have been tasked with developing a plan 
for an easier recovery.  She reported that a job fair had been put together for the City of Clovis.  She added 
that the resolution is written very broadly so that the EPCOG can be responsive to the needs of the members.  
She stated that EPCOG also administer CDBG grants for the member communities; assist with the ICIP process 
and provide fiscal agent services for proper spending of grant funds.  She commented on staffing changes in 
the office—Vincent Soule was promoted to Deputy Director and Raul Rodriguez took the Regional Planner 
position.  Councilor Lopez commented on the need for street improvement funding.  Councilor Lopez asked 
about the benefit to Portales from EPCOG.  Mrs. Chancey stated that she works closely with John DeSha and 
Susan Baysinger.  She told the Council membership dues are based on population and that the dues for Portales 



Council Minutes of June 22, 2021……………………………………  5 
 

are $2,964.00 for the year the same as the prior year.  Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council. 
Councilor Boan made the motion to adopt Resolution #20-21-36, approving participation in the 
programs of the EPCOG for FY 2021-2022 as presented.  Councilor Robinson seconded the motion.  
Roll call by all Council members present resulted in unanimous support of the motion.  No 
abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Jackson asked that the Council reaffirm the appointments of Councilor Cordova as the representative to 
the board and Councilor Boan as the alternate.  Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council. Councilor 
Heflin made the motion to reaffirm the appointments of Councilor Cordova as the EPCOG Board 
representative and Councilor Boan as the alternate.  Councilor Robinson seconded the motion.  All 
Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(I) RESOLUTION #20-21-38, NOTICE OF OPEN MEETINGS 
 
Mayor Jackson asked Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk, to present Resolution #20-21-37 adopting the notice of 
open meetings for fiscal year 2021-2022 and the schedule of meetings.  City Clerk Martinez-Terry asked that 
the Council adopt the annual notice of open meetings and schedule for those meetings as required annually by 
state statute.  She stated that it is a housekeeping item to remain in compliance.  Mayor Jackson asked the 
pleasure of the Council. Councilor Boan made the motion to adopt Resolut ion #20-21-37, adopting 
the annual Notice of Open Meetings and setting the schedule for the meetings for 2021-2022.  
Councilor Cordova seconded the motion.  Roll call by all Council members present resulted in 
unanimous support of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(J) UPDATE TO NEW MEXICO MUNICIPAL LEAGUE JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT 
 
Mayor Jackson asked Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk, to present the update to the New Mexico Municipal 
League (NMML) Joint Powers Agreement for the New Mexico Self Insurer’s Fund.  Martinez-Terry told the 
Council that Executive Director A.J. Forte had submitted an update to the Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) for the 
Self-Insurer’s Fund describing it as the first substantial change to the agreement in 30 years.  She told the 
Council that Deputy City Clerk Weems had found the Resolution and JPA that the City had originally signed.  
She told the Council that it had been reviewed by the City Attorneys and asked that they approve signing of the 
agreement.  She added that Mr. Forte had indicated that the JPA would be reviewed and updated every 4 years.  
Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council. Councilor Robinson made the motion to approve the 
update to the New  Mexico Self Insurer’s Fund JPA as presented.  Councilor Cordova seconded the 
motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 
(K) OTHER BUSINESS 

 
Item from Council:  Councilor Robinson asked that the Council put September 19th on their calendars for a 
Cultural Affairs Committee event – Fiesta de Familias.  He reported that Lt. Governor Howie Morales has agreed 
to attend.  He commented that there are several activities planned for the day.   
 
ENMWUA Announcement:  Orlando Ortega announced that the groundbreaking for Finished Water 3 is set 
for August 12th.  He commented that there will be light refreshments, speeches from the VIP’s and 
representation by the partners. 
 
Invitation to Grand Opening:  Fire Chief Cathey invited the Council to the grand opening of the Fire 
Substation on July 10th.  He reported that he has started hiring of staff for the substation. 
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There being no further business, Mayor Jackson adjourned the meeting at 7:20 p.m. 
 
 
       
Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk 


